
Sunday 31st May 2020 – Pentecost 

Acts 2: 1-21 

Prayer: Holy Spirit – we ask that you would touch my lips, open our hearts and transform our lives.  

Amen 

Today we are celebrating Pentecost, when God, dare I say it, took a risk and poured out his Spirit 

on ordinary people to empower them to share an extraordinary message – that of forgiveness, 

acceptance and relationship with him. 

They were very ordinary people, fearful people, who in the last few weeks had failed in so many 

ways and who seemed to prefer being locked away and socially distancing from the rest of 

society.  But at Pentecost all that changed and not quietly.  It was pretty dramatic!  Nobody could 

miss that something unprecedented and life-changing, even world impacting was occurring. 

Jesus had left his disciples, ascended into heaven and ever since they with several others 

including women, had been sitting (that’s what verse 2 says!) waiting and praying as instructed for 

power from on high.  And maybe they were quite comfortable, sitting, praying, content with being 

with one another but at Pentecost, God was making it clear; it was time to move out.   

There are seasons to be still and we’ve had an amazing opportunity over the past few weeks to be 

still; to re-assess our lives and hopefully discover something more about prayer.  But overall I don’t 

think God has called us to be sitting comfortably in our own homes, content with our own faith.  I 

believe he wants us to be out there – sharing his message of love with those around us and 

making a difference.  The important thing is that we do it in his timing and his power. 

Suddenly, into the stillness that morning came the sound of the blowing of a violent wind – which 

filled the whole house.  That was probably quite scary. Wind can make us fearful and bring about 

changes that we don’t want.  Just last Friday, l watched, with apprehension, as the winds 

relentlessly shook my garden far more than I wanted.  I wanted to protect my plants, keep them 

from harm – but everything was tossed about and left reshaped.   

Following the wind came what appeared to be tongues of fire – another destructive element.  But 

when Moses met God at the burning bush, the bush wasn’t destroyed.  There’re many Old 

Testament pictures of fire burning on the altar – fire that brings cleansing and refining.  God’s fire 

isn’t seeking to destroy us but to burn away the rubbish in our lives and leave something of real 

worth and beauty.  Tongues of fire particularly remind us of our words which are so often 

destructive rather than healing and helpful.  We need God’s cleansing of what we say to one 

another.  

Everyone in that room was filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages as the 

Spirit enabled them.  Can you imagine the noise – and no doubt confusion!  There definitely wasn’t 

any point in the disciples staying in that room speaking in languages they couldn’t understand 

when outside there were those who spoke those languages and needed to hear them!  God was 

definitely moving the disciples out of their comfort zone! 

Outside were Jews from all the different regions of the known world; the list is so long to 

emphasise that everyone in the known world was included!  The timing was highly significant – but 

not that surprising as God was involved!  Many had travelled to Jerusalem to celebrate the feast of 

Pentecost, an ancient festival at the beginning of harvest where they prayed for God to provide a 



full and abundant harvest.  Now at this time God was starting to do something new; something that 

would be full and abundant for all peoples, everywhere.  

Many also remembered at this time how God put his identity on his people by giving them his laws 

to obey.  Laws, written on stone, which were so difficult to keep and so easy to mess up but now 

God was writing a new law of love within their hearts – in their innermost beings – and giving his 

Spirit to transform and empower them completely to life his life.  

What was happening to the disciples at that time was uncontainable.  As they went out to the 

crowd everyone heard, in their own language, without translators, the wonders of God.  No wonder 

everyone within the crowd was eager to know what was going on – it was awesome – and beyond 

their experience although some cynically put it down to drink! 

Peter stood up to explain.  Peter, that man who had lied to a servant girl to save embarrassment 

just a few weeks before, now stood up boldly and addressed the crowd.  There was no doubt that 

he was already being changed by the power of the Holy Spirit.   

God was fulfilling his promise made through the prophet Joel centuries before which most of the 

people there would have been familiar with and longing for its fulfilment.  God was pouring out His 

Spirit on ALL people.  And this was just the beginning of a mighty harvest of blessing and renewal 

that God was pouring out into the entire world.  A real Pentecost in every sense of the word!  

Soon all these visitors in Jerusalem would return to their own lands and share the amazing news!  

No longer was God’s Spirit reserved for ones and twos but God’s Spirit was being abundantly 

poured out to all people – all who called on the name of the Lord. 

It was truly amazing, revolutionary and totally inclusive!   Joel had foretold - sons and daughters, 

young and old, slaves and free – ALL people would receive God’s Spirit; without any gender, age, 

class or any other discrimination!  Mind you it did take them some time to discover, much to their 

surprise, that this didn’t just mean Jews but literally ALL PEOPLE! 

This radical new work of God for ALL people wasn’t about changing laws but totally transforming 

people from the inside out so that they became passionate for God and overflowed with love that 

reached across the world.  It was the start of a new era; it was the birth of the church.  God 

dwelling WITHIN his people. 

Pentecost came and went – along with its noise and fire – but the disciples were never the same 

again and neither was the world as they boldly shared their transforming message.  The Holy 

Spirit opened up a new way of living – which we too can experience when we open our lives to 

God and let His Spirit into our thinking, our living, our playing – into every part of us – to become 

people who are empowered by God, even passionate about God and overflowing with love for 

others.  Far from being a closed community – we are to be a vibrant, reaching out, life-changing, 

ever-growing community – open to ALL.   

For us today, after weeks of lockdown the restrictions are beginning to ease but there’s a lot of 

fear around.  Fear of going out.  We might even have become quite comfortable and self-

contained during the isolation.  We don’t know what the new norm will be.  But God is not calling 

us to face the future alone in our own strength.  Far from it! 

God desires that we invite His Spirit into our lives so that we go out boldly with his love and his 

power changing us and then the world around us.  Seeking to establish relationships based on 



love rather than selfishness; living in prayerful communion with God and when we get it wrong, 

finding his forgiveness and cleansing once again which we share with others. 

So let’s turn to God now and ask him to work afresh in our lives. 

Spirit of God, we don’t always listen hard enough, to hear you whispering to us.   Open our ears. 

We don’t always see the places to which you are leading us.  Open our eyes. 

We don’t always love the people around us.  Open our hearts. 

We don’t always do what you want us to do. Open our hands.    

Come Holy Spirit and fill us afresh.  Amen. 

 

Rev. E. Blackmore 


