
Let’s pray. Almighty God and Father, may we hear 
your call and respond quickly. Amen 
 
Today’s reading is so pertinent to this time we are 
living through. Let’s see what we can learn from it. 
Do you remember when you were small, and your 
mum called your name to bring you in from playing 
outside? Even amongst the noise of your game that 
well-loved voice would cut through it all and you knew 
it was time to go in and even if there were two of you 
with the same name you always recognised the voice 
calling you. 
 
So it is with the disciples, earlier in Matthew we read 
that Jesus saw two brothers, called out to them come 
follow me and at once they dropped everything and 
followed him, and again further along the beach he 
called tow more fishermen and immediately they too 
him. No PCC meeting, just instantaneous response 
and action 
 
Now Jesus is calling you and me in the same way How 
will we respond? At this point in the narrative the 
number of disciples has risen to 12 representing the 12 
tribes of Israel, each one had been called out by name. 
they’d left their previous lives and spent months with 
Jesus, watching Him, listening to Him, learning with 
Him, and now, He was saying, “Right off you go you’ve 

seen how I do things, now go and do the same. 
Importantly He gave them authority to drive out 
impure spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. 
That authority has been given to us His foll0wers 
today. Challenging hey?  
His instructions were very explicit, go to the lost sheep 
of Israel only, and proclaim Tell them that the 
kingdom is here. 
 I love the immediacy of the reading in this paraphrase 
of Scripture no messing about listen to verses 9 and 10 
Don’t think you have to put on a fund-raising 
campaign before you start. You don’t need a lot of 
equipment. You are the equipment, that’s the 
same now, it’s not someone else’s job it’s ours. We are 
the equipment! 
 
For a moment cast your minds back to when you’d just 
passed your driving test, or went out on your bike for 
the first time alone - you’d had loads of practice, you’d 
been along the roads before, yet now there was no one 
in the passenger seat telling you to turn left or right, 
you had to remember the route and boy did it look 
different, I’m sure that’s how the disciples felt here 
they’d spent a couple of years watching Jesus, that was 
great, they had no real responsibility, but now, here he 
was saying off you go you’ll know what to do you’ve 
seen me do it. That’s what discipleship means, watch 



learn, practice now do it on your own. But hang on 
they were not alone, never because   
The power was not their power; it was Jesus’ power. 
The Greek imperfect of “gave authority” reveals that 
Jesus was continuously empowering them throughout 
their ministry. He gave them a task and continued to 
help them accomplish that task. Just before Jesus left 
this world, He told His disciples in Matthew 28:20 
that He would still be with them and help them in their 
ministry. 
“I’ll be with you as you do this, day after day after day, 
right up to the end of the age.” 
And He is! We’ve recently celebrated Pentecost, that 
great pouring out of the Holy Spirit of Jesus, on all His 
people, not just then but NOW. Through the power of 
the Holy Spirit Jesus continues to be with us as we 
follow his call.  
 
And now is the time, we have through this terrible 
pandemic been given space to connect more with 
Jesus, to pray, to read His Word, to listen to his voice. 
For there is an urgency, I took the funeral yesterday of 
a lovely elderly lady whom I’ve known for many years, 
sadly she wasn’t interested in God in what Jesus had 
won for her on the cross. Yet I had a responsibility as 
a follower of Jesus to share the Gospel with her over 
the many years we knew each other, but I never did. 
How many people do we know who do not yet know of 

the saving grace of Jesus Christ? How many folk don’t 
understand what Jesus won for them as He died that 
agonising death on the cross, then rose in Glory three 
days later?  Many Christians today seem unaware of 
their calling to “go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). 
They don’t realize they are to “contend for the faith” 
(Jude 3) and must always be “prepared to make a 
defence to anyone who asks you for a reason for the 
hope that is in you” (1 Peter 3:15)., God never coerces 
us to serve Him, but He continually offers us a choice.  
When you’ve got a moment read Ezekiel 3 17-19 We are 
watchmen We have a message of salvation to deliver, 
and some responsibility lies on the messenger who 
neglects to give the message.  
Just before todays’ reading, we read Then He said to 
His disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers 
are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send 
out workers into his harvest field" (Matthew 9:37–38, 
NIV). 
In a world full of hungry people, is there a more heart-
breaking picture than ripe fruit rotting on the vine 
because there just aren’t enough harvesters to bring it 
in? The same is true in a world full of pain and 
heartbreak. The gospel desperately needs harvesters to 
share the message with those whose hearts are ripe to 
receive the good news.  



It was a promise that He would also help them in their 
God-assigned ministry. He does the same today. 
 The Kingdom of God is not fully established on earth 
yet, but when we work hand in hand with his will then 
we see His Kingdom at work in our own lives and those 
of others.  
 
However, at verse 16 we receive a warning, one which 
we have heard recently STAY ALERT!!! We are 
warned that sharing the Gospel is hazardous work, we 
don’t always know how people will respond, even 
those who are close to us. SO we must learn not to be 
naïve.  WE have witnessed only this past week how the 
horror at a tragic death in America has ricocheted 
around the world that horror being expressed for all 
the right reasons; while also it has been hijacked by 
folk riding on the back of tragedy to cause havoc and 
mayhem for their own agenda 
We must recognise and understand that there are 
darker forces around who don’t want to see God’s 
Kingdom fully restored to earth, responding to that is 
to strengthen our knowledge of Scripture and deepen 
our prayer life. There is so much hate about right now, 
but Jesus reminds us not to be afraid, not to quit, HE 
is with us and His Spirit will sustain us. 
 
 
SO how do you and I respond to Jesus call?  

Will we say yes, we’ll follow you Lord, where ever you 
lead me? Will we listen out for the quite voice of the 
Holy Spirit guiding us to speak to a person and 
importantly giving us the right words to say, Will we 
commit to spend more time in reading the word of 
God and praying. Will we ask for His help in all things 
remembering to praise Him in all things 
 
Jesus says Follow me, it’s your call will you follow 
Him?  


