
Sunday December 20th    

verses from Isaiah 40 and Mary’s song  Luke 1: 46 – 55 

These words we’ve read from Isaiah were written to the Jewish people who were living in exile in a 

foreign land.  Any thought that they had of a relationship with God was beginning to feel like a 

distant memory.  They felt forgotten, neglected with years of hard service and being displaced 

taking its toll.  They were filled with sorrow. 

But God’s message through the prophet was one of comfort and hope.  God was going to come 

again to them – in a fresh way.  Not as a mighty judge but as a shepherd, a loving shepherd, who 

would gather them gently as lambs in his arms and carry them close to his heart.  They would hear 

his heart beat and his theirs.  What a beautiful picture. 

God never gives up on us.  God doesn’t run out of energy – but is always longing to sustain and 

strengthen us.   

You may well be feeling weary with this year; its isolation, its restrictions, its pain … but God is 

wanting us to begin start looking beyond ourselves and up to Him.  To find fresh strength in Him – 

the one who doesn’t get weary …  to begin to find our wings and to mount like the eagles – 

soaring on his love. 

But this doesn’t happen all at once and rarely happens quickly!  I’ve discovered, often the hard 

way, that God’s timing is so different from ours.  Often God wants us to discover something new 

and precious which we can only find through pain and darkness.  And sometimes we’re hurting too 

much to see the way God comes to us. 

We move on a few hundred years during which time it must have seemed that God’s promises 

were not being fulfilled.  And we come to a young girl, pregnant outside marriage; possibly about 

to lose the man she loved and be totally misunderstood, may be even rejected by her family.  

 

Mary was facing many challenges which would soon become even greater.  She finds consolation 

in visiting her cousin Elizabeth – who in her late years was seeing God work in amazing ways.  It’s 

great to find a soul-mate to encourage us, pray with and support one another. 

 

Two pregnant women together with much to share -  and yet so different – one with years of 

unfulfilled desires just now coming together when maybe she thought it too late to cope with and 

the other hardly starting out in life.   

 

And as they share together Mary explodes with words of praise for the God who had blessed her 

but had also got her into this situation which would bring challenges and heart break! 

 

Mary saw God as “mindful”.  What an amazing thought.  She and we are on God’s mind.  Despite 

everything the Jewish people had struggled with, God had never forgotten them.  He loved them 

and was coming to them – but not in a way they expected.   

God was not coming in power and blazing glory making certain that everyone would know about it 

and acknowledge him.  No!  God was coming in absolute humility.  We marvel at the baby in a 

manger in a dirty stable at Bethlehem – but perhaps even more staggering is thought that God 

Himself developed as a foetus enveloped in a young girl’s womb. 



The very God who was and is the Mighty one – the creator of all things!  If I ever doubt my faith it’s 

this.  How could God – the Almighty – become so vulnerable?  At risk even at birth, a refuge in his 

childhood, often despised and ridiculed in his life and then face such a humiliating and 

dehumanising death?   

I can’t understand it, definitely can’t rationalise it, but I come back to the fact that God is love and 

love cannot fail to reach out.  Love doesn’t count the cost.  God’s mercy extends to all people, and 

that’s the message and hope of Christmas that can carry us through even the darkest night.  

I’ll finish with a poem that will be part of the Blue Christmas service – it’s by Kenneth Taylor. 

 

The clearest meaning 

The manger 

confronts you with mystery 

but the message is quite plain. 

 

God-with-us (Emmanuel). 

 

It means he comes to us 

not waiting for us to come to him. 

 

It means that 

God is not only beyond us 

but beside us 

…. in every situation. 

 

It means that 

he is with you 

wherever you are now. 

 

It means that  

he really does know 

and understand how you feel, 

what you fear or worry about, 

why you do what you do –  

and loves you. 

 

It means that  

even in the deepest darkness 

you are not alone 

 

God-with-us 

means that 

you will never 

ever  

be alone again. 
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